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Mdstorial 36 the second chances God gives to us. 


Next day, a physician came to see 
the pastor. ““Ten years ago,”’ said the phy- 
sician, ‘‘I read about a brilliant surgeon 

37 being killed by a drunken driver. That 
started me thinking whether a man would 
have to give an account to God for his life. 
After a while, I came to the conclusion 
that a man’s soul surely will have to face 
up to things left undone, and to the things 
sinfully done. Then I wondered, when I[ 
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had to face The ETERNAL, what would 
be the most merciful judgment HE could 
give. 

Then, the physician explained it like 
this: ‘‘It would be as if The Eternal should 
say, ‘Son, I have considered your case, 
and have decided to do this: I am going 
to give you a chance to go back and live 
your life over, knowing from the beginning 
what you know now!’’ As the physician’s 
face seemed to light up, he continued,- 
“‘Like a flash it came to me that this was 
exactly what God’s mercy was granting me 


in letting me live that day I was just be- 
ginning. At least, I had that one day more 
and | was determined to live it as though 
I were starting over, knowing-what [ know! 
Well, I was 60 years old then. [| am 70 now. 
And these have been the greatest years 
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HUGH C. TUCKER 

One of the great Christian servants 
n0f humanity, the Rev. Dr. Hugh C. Tuck- 
ser, formerly Secretary of the Brazil Agen 
ccy of the American Bible Society, died 
son November 4 in his one hundredth year 
gat the home of his daughter, Mrs. L. A. 
[Estes, Media, Pennsylvania. 

Dr. .Tucker, a young circuit-rider 
preacher from the hills of Tennessee, 
began his foreign career as pastor of 
tthe American Church, Methodist, in Rio 
ide Janeiro, 1885, when that country was 
tuled by an Emperor. Gifted with a warm, 
sanguine, friendly temperament, clear 
thought, and practical vision, he had an 
gzastonishing record of service to the 
country. It was his alertness that brought 
to Rio the first effective efforts to con- 
trol the scourge of yellow fever. This 
wwas followed by similar stimulation of 
treatment of tuberculosis and of lep- 
‘rosy. The Seamen’s Home,the People’s 
Central Institute-a remarkable social 
ssettlement-the first public play-ground, 
the American Lending Library, the Rio 
‘Young Men’s Christian Association, the 
Evangelical Confederation of Churches, 
the Sunday School Association, the Bra- 
zil-United States Institute all owed in 
large measure their origin to his initia- 
tive and support. 

He gave himself liberally to the in- 
tterests of his church, the Methodist, in 
Brazil, Even after his retirement he was 
engaged in some sixteen enterprises 
and kept active participation in some 
even into his nineties. 

These multiplied activities meant no 
reduction in his work for the Bible cause. 
His early years saw pioneering distribu - 
tion journeys by canoe and mule-back, 
facing both hardship and danger. Dur- 
ing his long term of 47-years of service, 
he saw the circulation of Scriptures mul- 
tiply by twenty. At his inspiration a 
handsome and serviceable Bible House 
was erected in Rio in 1933. In 1934, he: 
was awarded the high order of the South- 
ern Cross by the Brazilian Government. 


DYNAMIC CHRISTIANS 

There is not a problem confronting our 
nation that will not yield itself to a sound 
solution,if Americans come to live in love 
and confidence, one with another, know- 
ing they have the strength in the love for 
Jesus Christ. It is a wonderful thing to 
be an American; it is a greater thing to 
a Christian. But let us be dynamic ---- 
CHRISTIANS 
y Governor Arthur B. Langlie,in Mar. 
4 5,1957, Christian Economics, 
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edited by Charles M. Laymon 
lesson analysis by Roy L. Smith 


The second in a series of 
annual lessons helps for adult 
classes — an all new commentary 
on the International Sunday 
School Lessons. Features — 
TEXT: in King James and Re- 
vised Standard versions. 


EXPLANATION: special 
meanings in the Bible passage 
not readily gained from text 
alone. 
APPLICATION: what the 
Bible text means in our lives - 
today. 
TEACHING SUGGES. 
TIONS: step-by-step suggestions 
for making the lesson clear to 
the class. 

Ministers will want to recom- 
mend this commentary to the 
teachers in their churches! 


~ Only $2.95 


at all bookstores 
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NOW—ALL YOUR CANDME REQUIREMENTS 
AVAILABLE FROM ON] QUALITY SOURCE 


The name, Emkay, on the candles you buy is a 
symbol of perfect product quality, and complete 
integrity on the part of the maker. 


Translated into practical terms, this means candles 
that are usable, dependable and right for every occa- 
sion... Candles that are uniform in color, burn 
cleanly and evenly, and are guaranteed to give fine 
performance. 

In addition to its proven reliability, Emkay offers 
the added convenience of providing for all your can- 
dle requirements from one reliable source — your 
experienced Emkay representative. Write for prices 
and complete information today. 


Selon 


SYRACUSE 1, N.Y. 


2 SS 


A Division of 
MUENCH-KREUZER NOOSE 
CANDLE CO. INC. Sr ss 
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4140 W. Chicago Ave. 745 E. Pico Blvd. 


Muench-Kreuzer Candle Co., Inc. 
Dept. X-257 Syracuse 1, N.Y. 


Please send me your new 16-page, completely illustrated 
Candle Catalog describing Emmkagp corplchs line of 
Church candles. 
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LESSINGS 


Cc. IRVING BENSON 


comes depends on what it believes or 

disbelieves. 
There is a tendency in people brought up 
a creedless atmosphere of this age to ac- 
eept uncritically the greatest of all here- 
sies--that it does not matter what a man 
velieves so long as he bebaves. 
It matters a great deal to a Christian in 
Hungary or in Russia that his totalitarian 
asters believe his religion to be a danger 
co the State. It matters vitally to the com- 
unity whether a Jew holds the great truths 
of his religion. 

Belief is the foundation of society, of com- 
erce, and of all else. There is truth in the 
saying, ‘‘Morality is the true religion.” But 
it is wrong to say this glibly if we imply 
that it denies any relation between belief 
d action. 


E THE long run what any society be- 


I know that it makes a vital difference to~ 


me whether I believe the simple words of 
Jesus of Nazareth--believe that He was 
tight in what He taught about God and the 
walue of personal life, the spiritual world 
and the power that comes through prayer! 

It certainly matters whether we believe 
with Jesus that ‘‘a man’s life consisteth not 
in the abundance of the things which he 
joossesses.”” 


I have just read a new book -- ‘“The Bless- 


ing of Belief?’--by the Rev. Gordon Powell. 


(Hodder & Stoughton) in which he tells of 


young Dick who said to him:“‘I want you to 
tell me what I ought to believe, and why. 
My parents were good people, but they nev- 
er go to church. I got no religious training 
at home and only a smattering at school. I 
‘think I’ve always believed in God in a vague 
kind of way, and | admire the teaching of Je- 
sus but I have to admit that I know mighty 
ittle about Christianity really.” 

ne talk led Mr. Powell to give a series 
f addresses on such topics as ‘‘Why Be- 
ieve in God?’’ ‘‘Why Believe in Christ?” 

the most part, they followed the artic- 


‘Melbourne Herald, Melbourne, Australia 
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of BELIEF 


les of the Apostles’ Creed. 

When Dr. R. W. Dale, of Birmingham, was 
a young man, a middle-aged minister said to 
him in a friendly way, “‘I hear that you are 
preaching doctrinal sermons to your congre- 
gation; they will not stand it.’”’ Dale replied, 
“*They will have to stand it.’” 

And here is the Rev. Gordon Powell preach- 
ing to his congregation in Sydney on the cos - 
mological and teleological arguments for the 
existence of God and apparently they like 
it. He does it, of course, with engaging sim- 
plicity and clarity. 

They used to tell of an old Scotch body 
who went to hear a famous preacher and com- 
plained afterwards that she did not regard 
him as a great preacher because she could 
understand every word he said! Mr. Powell 
has a simplicity that is attractive and il- 
luminating. 

Many forces, he says, have been operat- 
ing in this atomic age to create a new re- 
spect for the Bible and for orthodox Chris- 
tian teaching. There is anew intellectual 
climate which encourages those who claim 
to live by reason and common sense to ac- 
cept the doctrines of the Christian Faith. 

This wise, guiding little book will help 
many questing pilgrims to find the bless- | 
ing that comes through believing. 

What many people are asking is not only 
what to believe but how to believe. 

Can a man help what he believes? Indeed, - 
he can! Jesus commanded men to believe. 
That may seem strange. He did not say, “‘It 
is a good thing to have faith’’-- but ‘‘Have it! 
Have Faith in God.” 

Christ’s command to believe takes us to 
the very heart of believing. Faith is not on- 
ly in the region of the mind or feelings, it 
resides in the will. The condition of faith 
is the will to believe. Aman’s minddoes 
not always represent his true self. 

Belief is an act of the will. It involves, 
not merely, “I will believe this--” That 
would be an unfinished sentence; it involves 
the next step, ‘‘And I will act accordingly.” 
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point of being unprepared for life after death themselves 
but because it seems to THEM that what was reality in 
friendship for them has now ceased. Death, to most people 
is a great catastrophe because it disrupts our plans, activ- 


| Fe MEN are unprepared for DEATH, not from the view- 


ities, and our ambitions. 


LOOKING 


at death 


WILLIAM J. KRUTZA 


O OUR eyes and ears comes the news 
of the death of some famous or infam- 
ous person. Along with this news are 
the records of death that have vital mean- 
ing to our lives, the deaths of relatives and 
friends. Death shocks us, it upsets our 
thinking, it cuts deep into our emotions. 


Men resist death like a plague, but re- 
gardless of our resistance, death’ plagues 
all of humanity. No one long escapes its 
mystifying powers. Everywhere men are in 
a continual battle against this enemy who 
seems to be no respecter ot persons. Wher- 
ever we go we find people in pursuit of 
plans for keeping alive. Regardless of po- 
litical, social, cultural, or religious back - 
grounds, men desire to avoid death. 

If death was the termination of life, the 
above attitudes would be fully justified. If 
there is no future life after the ‘‘valley of 
the shadows’’ then men should wail when 
sickness strikes because it could lead to 
the end of everything. But death does not 
terminate life, it is the doorway through 
which we pass from this limited existence 
into a much larger and richer LIFE. 

For the person outside of Christ, who has 
never been BORN AGAIN the thought of - 
DEATH - and the future life in hell should - 
cause trembling and fear. Such a person on 
this earth is far better situated than he will 
ever be in eternity without Christ. At least, 
he can enjoy the material benefits of the 
earth and the companionship of a few friends. 
In hell he will have nothing that is enjoy- 
able. May such a one come NOW and be- 
come a Christian by personal faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

For the Christian, death is the grand be- 
ginning of a richer, peaceful life. He should 
never be afraid to die, or fear, or become 
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.comfortless because we are left outside of — 


when his relatives 
and friends leave this earth for the heaven- 


emotionally overcome, 


ly home! 

Many Christian funerals have degenerated 
into times of sorrowing equal to those mourn- 
ed by those who have no hope. Few are the 
funerals at which one dares rejoice that the — 
loved ones have gone home to be with the ~ 
Lord, The usual is to mourn, cry, and even 
become hysterical to show how we ‘'miss’’ 
the departed. To suggest that the Christian 
funeral should be a time of rejoicing, rather ~ 
than a time for tear-wiping, would put a per- — 
son making such a suggestion in the realm _ 
offanatics. ~ 

Why do Christians mourn in excess at the 
death of loved ones? The only answer seems ~ 
to be that the loved one is too much a part 
of our attachment to things of the earth. We 
can become so attached to others that they 
mean more to us than our Lord means to us. 
We can worship others in the place of our 
wonderful Redeemer. We can substitute our 
loved ones for our God, giving them first — 
place in our lives and in our devotion. When — 
death breaks our attachment, we are left — 


eel 


any personal friendship, even with the Lord 
who made us. When death comes, we act as | 
if God is taking all of the enjoyment of the - 
earth from the earth. In doing this, we al- _ 
most accuse God of not knowing what is ~ 
tight for us. Why did this happen to me?> 
Rather than seeing it as God’s wise plan 
and providence, we turn to the Jittle that 
we have here on earth with a grumbling and 
mournful spirit. 

This attitude toward death can only be 
-Teversed by a reversal in our attitude toward 
God. When we put Christ back on the throne. 
in place of our selves, our philosophies, and 
our loved ones, our attitude toward death 
will not be that of a rebellious, withdraw- 
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ing mournful spirit, but that of a spirit which 
ss able to say, ‘‘Nevertheless, not my will, 
ut Thine be done.” 

If there is sin in the life this will also 
iinfluence our view of death. It will keep us 

trom any desire of being ‘‘absent from the 

pody and present with the Lord.” Sin al- 

ways keeps us looking earthward, it does 
\1ot want to face its Judge. For those who 
arbor unconfessed sins there is a sting 
in death. ‘‘The sting of death is sin.” For 
them there is no longing to see their Sav- 
cour. Many Christians shall experience the 
sting of death because of unconfessed sin, 

yor because of selfish practices. The vic- 
cory over death is found in the victory over 
sself and sin. The victory over death is a 
great living reality as we experience a daily 
victory over sin through the blood of Jesus 

Shrist. As our assurance of heaven is made 
‘stronger through the practices of repentance 
mand faith, so also is our victory over death 
made more vivid. Victory is not in the self- 
tife being improved, but in the life found 

when we submit to Christ. 

How should a Christian live toward death? 
First, he should realize that he, his family, 
and his friends are some day going to face 
Heath. He should not mourn as one having 
no hope! The dead pass through the veil. 
the curtain, the film, which separates the 
mortal from the immortal, the corruptible, 
from the incorruptible. If the Lord tarries, 
we too shall pass this way, we too shall 
answer the call to come home to enjoy the 
»alacesS of eternity, the mansions prepared 
for us. Should we begrudge such an elevat- 
ing experience that others are having? 
Should we begrudge such an elevating ex- 
perience that others are having? Should 
we misinterpret God’s call for them as im 
terference in our welfare? 

Second, the Christian should praise God 
that the loved one has been released from 
the pains, heartaches, disappointments, 
and diseases of this world. He is now pres- 
ent with the Lord ‘‘which is far better.” 
If we accept the Bible as the inspired Word 
sf God, we must also accept this position, 
concerning the present condition of those 
who have died in the Lord. : 

Third, the Christian should renew his 
dedication to the unfinished task of world 
evangelism. Herein lies the secret of over- 
coming lonliness caused by the absence 
of the loved one. [he Christian should busy 
his mind,body and soul with bringing others 
to Christ rather than pitying himself be- 
ause God has taken from him someone dear. 
od often uses the death of those close to 
s to bring us to a spirit of dedication for 
r share in His work. Possibly God is call- 
1g you to take up the work that was begun 
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by the departed one. Perhaps God shall 
use you to build upon the foundation that 
was laid by your loved one! 

Fourth, the Christian should rejoice be- 
cause God’s will is being done. Not that 
we should be fatalistic in saying, ‘‘Nothing 
could be done about it, it had to happen 
that way,” but that we accept with joy the 
will of God for ourselves and for others. 
We should try to view what Divine purpose 
was accomplished in the calling of the loved 
one home. It could have been that God didn’t 
want the person to suffer any longer. It could 
have been that God wanted you to exempli- 
fy to many unbelievers the peace and power 
of God which is able to sustain you through 
the comforting ministry of the Holy Spirit. 
It could have been that God had another 
person, possibly you, to take up the work 
of the deceased, or establish a new witness 
in his or her place. 

Looking at death through true Christian 
eyes of FAITH, leads us to look unto Jesus, 
lean upon the everlasting arms, and trust 
Him who doeth all things well. Let us remem- 
ber that even through death ‘‘all things work 
together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according tohis 
purpose.” 

Through adequate preparation, having our 
eternal peace settled through the blood of 
His cross, and our temporal peace settled 
through His abiding presence in the Com- 
forter, we can face death with serenity of 
mind and soul. We can meet death as a chal- 
lenge of the trustworthiness ascribed to 
the power and presence of God. We can then 
claim the victory over life’s dark hour by 
faith in the Light of the world! We can look 
at death as an hour of great blessing and 
VICTORY, both in the life of the deceased 
and in our own personal experience. 

By the grace of God, let us see death as 
the entrance into a larger, more wonderful 
life for ourselves and for others. Then, and 
only then, will we have a true Christian- 
concept of this GLORIOUS HOUR. Then, 
and only then, shall we have the peace and 
power to testify to the world that ‘“‘yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shad- 
ow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou 
art with me.” In every hour ef lonliness, 
a new Friend is ours: “‘Thou art with me.” 
He fills our hours with His peace. He leads 
us to see death as only an experience in life, 

an experience for which our hearts long, 


Meditations From a_ Prison Cell 

This worthy handbook, written in a com- 
munist prison cell, by F. Olin Stockwell, 
may be secured from the Upper Room, 1908 
Grand Ave.,Nashville, Tenn. It is worthy - 
of study and contemplation. 
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THINK ON THESE THINGS 


GEORGE L. GREENE 

OME years ago when the flames of en- 

ergy and thrill of adventure were burn- 
ing high I became a mountain climber. 
Not the high dangerous mountains that are 
on speaking acquaintance with death, but 
the nice low ones, the gentle mountains 
of New England. I suppose that a veteran 
mountain climber would sneer at these- 
‘thills,’? nevertheless they do require en- 
ergy to climb and there is real adventure 
awaiting anyone who makes it to the top! 
It is a thing of beauty and awe to stand on 
the dome of a great mountain and be thrilled 
by the beauties that God created. The sil- 
ver ribbon streams, the small mirror lakes, 
the rolling checker-board fields, way be- 
low and all about the jagged peaks of the 
competing mountains, creating a tidal-wave 
of humility rolling through the soul. It is 
always good to climb a mountain to cleanse 
the soul of pride and arrogance. 

Humility is one of the first principles of 
the teachings of Christ and one of the most 
difficult to follow. Some of us have an al- 
together wrong interpretation of humility, 
for we have followed too closely as truth 
the caricature of humility: a Mr. Milque- 
toast dodging the various pieces of kitchen- 
equipment thrown at him by his wife. One 
thing is sure, humility is not weak nor sub- 
servient. Io understand humility, it is well 
to know the opposite is arrogance, pride, and 
haughtiness, conceit, insolence. One who 
can be described in these terms falls far 
short of the Kingdom of God and goes on 
through his days without understanding the 
true reason of life. 

The law of life bears out the truth, -- 
“Blessed are the meek for they shall in- 
herit the earth!’? When have the arrogant 
in the long run ever inherited the world? 
Name the great empires; now all that can 
be said of them is that they are useful in 
keeping the archeologist employed. 


We are a powerful nation but if this should 
lead us into a proud, self-contained isola- 
tionism, or into a proud agressive imperial- 
ism, how long would we last? We too would 
keep the archeologist of the future busy. 

We do not admire insolence, arrogance, 
or pride in nations nor in individuals. If 
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we do not wish to inherit misery, cruelty, 
bickering, jealousy and hatred, then we 
must accept Christ’s teachings on being 
humble before God and man. 


If you have a chance this coming sum- 
mer, climb a mountain; it will be good for 
your soul! Park Ridge, Illinois 


WRONG NUMBER 
RICHARD BRAUNSTEIN 
ELLO, is this the Paragon Works?’’ — 
Ii He had the wrong number. He did not 
know that he had the parsonage. He 
was trying to get someone else. But that 
is what he asked, ‘Is this the Paragon 
Works?”’ 
He was told that this was not the Para- — 
gon Works. We do not claim to manufacture 
paragons, either of virtue or usefulness, 
Our ideals are high enough but our achieve-_ 
ments are only such as should be expect-— 
ed from ordinary folks. Our business is to — 
make people good and good people better. 
We could never make the claim of being ~ 
the Paragon Works. 4 
If the foregoing were always remembered — 
most of the aspersions cast upon the church ~ 
would turn out to be duds. The Church is — 
not for perfect people. Perhaps somewhat ~ 
decorous, perhaps proper, but not perfect. 
When we came up for ordination, we were — 
frightened by the question the Bishop was 
going to ask, ‘‘Are you going on to perfec- 
tion?’’ We asked our friend and mentor, the — 
late Dr. Tipple, of Drew Seminary, to give 
us the right answer. He said, ‘‘Say,‘] hope 
so.’’? We have been hoping ever since! 
The church is the place in which people — 
want to be better. The heartening message 
from the pulpit is that there is room for im- 
provement. We are a stumbling people, but 
we are stumbling in the right direction. The 
stumble is up not down. ‘‘Not that we have 
already attained, but we press on!” 
The church is not selective, like some» 
club or lodge. It invites all sorts and con- 
ditions of folks.It is the church of the Pub- 
lican not the Pharisee. The Pharisee today 
is more apt to be found outside the church. 
It is he who draws himself up and thanks 
God that he is ‘‘not like other people, es- 
pecially church members, And so doing he 
forgets the genius and mission of the Chris- 
tian Church. Whittakers, North Carolin 
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GHURCH AT WORK seer 


(O QUICKLY 


Organ: ‘‘Cristo Trionfante”’ --Yon. 

Invocation: “‘Seek ye the Lord, while He 
aay be found, Call ye upon Him whileHeis 
eear.”” 

Hymn; 
ttrain.”’ 

Psalm: 40,responsively. 

Hymn: “‘Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving 
dearts.”” 

Scripture: Isa. 33: 20-22, Matt. 28:1-20. 
vohn 19:41-42; 20:1-14. 

Hymn: “‘Jerusalem, The Golden...’ 

Pastor: ‘‘Go quickly, and tell his dis- 
iples that he is risen from the dead.” 
fhe faithful watchers at the sepulchre in 
ae garden were the ones first to hear the 
‘oice of the risen Christ! He called them 
y name, thus they knew Him, we are told 
'f the scene in the garden on that first 
esurrection morning in simple words, as 
,ost great and vital things come into our 
ives. While the women in the garden were 
-ying to understand the miracle that had 
ome to pass, the angel bade them to “‘go 
uickly, and tell bis disciples that he is 
isen from the dead.’’ The greatest news 
ver to be known on earth was imparted to 
hose who waited in the garden where J e- 
us had been Idid; they were told to ““go 
uickly, and tell it’’ to others waiting for 
t. This is still our task today! The Word 
f Eternal Life is not something that we 
an keep to ourselves; it is something 
hat must be shared with all men. God is 
he father of all men; Life in Christ is for 
J] men. 

Hymn: “Alleluia! Alleluia!’’ 

Prayer: (For dedication to the greatest 
rivilege offered to man, to spread the 
ords of life among all people, in our own 
eighborbood, our villages, town, cities, 
nd to all lands.) 

Hymn: "The Day of Resurrection!” 
Benediction. 

“Organ: ‘‘The Strife is O’er!’’--Luard-Selby. 


"Come ye Faithful, Raise the 
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VACATION SCHOOL PLAN BOOK 


Write NOW for your copy of the All New 
Standard V.B.S. Course for 1957: 


New Theme; New Theme Picture; New 
Teachers’ Manuals and Pupils’ workbooks; 
New Publicity Materials-Poster,Dodgers, 
Post Card, Tag and Button; New V.B.S. 
Certificates; New Song book; new Record 
Book; and the biggest NEW of them all- 
aNEW INTRODUCTORY KIT; New plan- 
book; New Course Circular; It’s all NEW! 

That is --the Method is new; the MES- 
SAGE is the old, old story. Write to The 
Standard Publishing Company. See the back 
cover fot address. 


THE DAY CHRIST DIED 


A book of major religious significance 
by Jim Bishop, on the above title, is to 
appear in McCalls Magazine, beginning 
with the March issue. 


“QUITTING” 

“The one unpardonable sin of all sins is any 
form of quitting,’ said Dr. Henry Hitt Crane, 
pastor of Central Methodist Church, Detroit, 
Michigan, speaking to a Lenten audience in 
— oe Methodist Church, . Buffalo, 

- Y., and sponsored by United Methodi 
of the Buffalo area, t sree: 

“There is no such thing as tragedy to him 


who won’t give up,’’ said Dr. Crane to an aw 


dience of 800 persons. “‘A joyous life is one 
where we have refused to capitulate, surrender 
or quit and have risen with new determination 
to go on, DESPITE ADVERSITY! 

Dr. Crane listed four keys to life: A determin- 
ation not to quit, a willingness to come to grips 
with experience, the ability to derive charac- 
ter from experience, and the realization that we 
all belong to one great buman family."* 

‘‘Nothing is so appallingly awful,’’ he said, 
‘fas to come to the latter days of one’s exist- 
ence on this earth with the dreadful realiza- 
tion that one has never really lived- deeply, 
dangerously, deliriously, divinely!” 
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“Timorous safety seekers... cheat thenr 
selves of life itself,” he said, and added, 
“Never to come to gtips with the devil in a 
REAL struggle is never to have lived.”’ rs 

“tt is more than experience we want,” he 
observed, ‘‘the supreme objective of life is 
to ascend from the brute.to the spirit, by build- 
ing character out of experience.”” 


FAMILY - LIFE STUDY 


The Presbyterian Church is conducting 
a ‘‘grass roots’’ family survey which could 
revolutionize Protestant adult-education 
programs in the United States. (Atlantic - 
City. Mar.9,1957 A.P.) 

The survey, which will place the mid- 
dle income Presbyterian family under scru- 
tiny, is now in its seventh month but will 
take at least 3-more years to complete. 

The Rev. H. C. Wynn and the Rev.Dr.Roy 
Fairchild, both of Philadelphia, are in 
charge of the project as heads of the 
family education research. 

‘in 1960,” Dr. Fairchild said, ‘‘We 
hope to be able to come up with a pic- 
ture of Presbyterian family life and its 
dilemma. This will be used as a basis of 
parent education employing new techniques 
and with a broader philosophy than that- 
now used.”’ 

The Rev. Mr. Wynn said the church is 
anxious to see if there ‘‘are any differ - 
ences in living-patterns between Presby- 
terians and other denominations.” 


REPORT ON “‘SELF STUDY” 


A 3-year appraisal entitled ‘‘The Buf- 
falo Self-Study,’’ in which 134 member 
agencies of the Council of Social Agen- 
cies participated, will be discussed by 
the executive secretary, John F. Hickey, 
at a meeting of the Council of Churches 
Program Board, following a meeting of the 
Council Program Board with the County 
Planning Board, when members of both 
groups will discuss the “‘effect of new- 
ly-built expressways on churches, 


GREAT TRUTH 


There is a beautiful story in the first 
book of Kings, chapter 17, which tells 
how the prophet Elijah, upon the command 
of the Lord, sought out a widow in the 
town of Zarepath and asked that she give 
him a morsel of bread, But the woman de- 
clared that she and her son were starving 
with only a handful of meal in a barrel, 
“‘and a little oil in a cruse.” Elijah de- 
clared to her, however, that the barrel of 
meal would not waste nor the cruse of 
oil fail for many months to come. And it 
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~BILLS ON PROBLEMS of the AGED 


turned out precisely as Elijah declared 
it would, 

We have here not only a miraculous oc- 
currence but a beautiful symbolic setting 
forth of a great truth. What we HAVE al- 
ways proves enough, if we maintain -- 
our faith in God and use what we have 
under the guidance of His Spirit! Many 
a person has found the principle of the 
meal and oil which proved sufficient dem- 
onstrated over and over again in the e- 
vents of life. We have felt that we were 
near to ruin. There was nothing left to 
live for. We were deserted and helpless. 
And lo, the little we had proved sufficient. 
The handful of meal and the little cruse 
of oil did not fail until we were all fully 
served, 


SERMON SONNETS 


A 34-page booklet of ‘‘Sermon Sonnets’’, 
each with a suitable Scripture Text, may © 
be ordered by writing to the author, The — 
Rev. Henry C. Spear, 128 Church Street, — 
Hartford, Wisconsin, Pastor of the Metho-— 
dist Church. Inclose $1 with your order. 


THE TAPE RECORDER 
IN THE PROTESTANT CHURCH 


A new pocket-size handbook of uses for 
the tape recorder in the protestant church 
has been announced by Minnesota Mining 
and Manufacturing Company, ‘‘a handbook 
of tested uses’’ to assist in finding- ~ 


ea ee 


time to answer correspondence 
time to spend with the chair 
time on sermon preparation 
time for young people’s groups } 
time for fund-raising planning 
time for pastoral calling 


Your request for a copy of this booklet 
will be relayed to the Minnesota Mining and 
Manufacturing Co., promptly by The Exposi- 
tor. ~ 


HUSH - A- PHONE 
Users are said to “Find the Hush-a-Phone 
solves three phone problems 
Voice Privacy 
Office Quiet 
Quiet wire og 
is made of black Bakelite, weighs but five 
ounces, price $10. Inquiries will be relayed 
to the Hush-a-Phone Corporation. 


LEGISLATIVE UNIT PLANS 30 


ALBANY, Dec., 1956 (AP) The in 
Legislative Committee on Problems of the 
Aging unveiled a 30-bill program for 1957 


The Exposita 


ijincluding a measure its chairman said lifts 
“““‘the dark curtain put over welfare spend- 
jing.” 

Sen. Thomas C. Desmond, Republican of 
Newburgh, said his committee would seek, 
‘among other things, a law that would com- 
ppel the state and local welfare departments 
ito make more information public. Other pro- 
jposed bills would: 


1. Establish a statewide handcraft and busi- 
iness service to help older people develop 
ttheir own small businesses. 

‘2. Create a special unit to break down prej- 
iudices against the hiring of older workers. 
:3. Require cities that participate in urban 
‘development programs to provide ‘special- 
-ly-designed housing facilities for the aged.’ 
4. Prohibit employers from stating “‘dis- 
‘criminatory age barriers’’ in job openings.”’ 
5. Establish a gerontological research in- 

stitute in the state university and lift the 
compulsory retirement age of 65 for the 

State university’s faculty members. 


‘50,000 Leaflets Going Out 
To Schools Give New Meaning 
To Slang Phrase 


RYING to counter the popular mean- 

ing of the word chicken"? as syn- 
coward, the Buffalo, 
N. Y., Youth Board soon will start dis- 
tributing 50,000 copies of a leaflet, 
““Who’s Chicken?’’ 


Printed in co-operation with the Buffa- 
lo Federation of Labor, the leaflet tries 
to point out that it takes more courage 
to say “‘No”’ than to do something that 
is often against the law, in responseto 
the Enint of ““chicken.”’ 


The leaflet is to be distributed to the 
upper elementary and lower high school 
grades in all public, parochial and pri- 
vate schools in the city. The leaflet 
States: 

“*Who’s chicken? 

“We are--all of us, who know what 
is right to do--and are afraid to be guid- 
ed by our own conscience. 

We, who are capable of thinking and 
know the rules of fair play, are chicken 
if we haven’t backbone enough to say 
we stand for what is right and honest. 

‘All of us, who respect our parents’ 
wishes, are chicken if we are afraid to 
admit this respect to our friends. 

“All of us are chicken if we can be 
persuaded to break a law, = 

“‘We are rhe if afraid to live by 
the Golden Rule. 

- *We are chicken if afraid to defy the 
unlawful. 


“Trt takes more courage to be honest, 
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truthful and respectful towards others, 
than to go along with a lawless group. 

“Have we got the courage to stand 
up for what is right? or are we chicken? 


11l-YEAR OLD SCHOOL BOY 
STARTS FARM MUSEUM 


[The United Press reports from Bedmin 
ster, N.J., Febr. 6, 1957, that Thomas I. 
Nevius Westervelt, 11, a descendant of the 
founder of the 182-year-old Nevius farm 
has collected, catalogued and placed on 
display more than 100 early farm imple- 
ments in a barn museum, recently opened 
to the public. 


All proceeds from the nominal admis- 
sion charge go to the Bedminster chapter 
of the American Red Cross. 


The museum is patterned after the National 
Farm Museum at Cooperstown, N. Y.,which 
Tommy visited with his family last sum- 
mer. Its exhibits include a wooden harrow, 
dating back to 1775, an 1875 butter churn, 
a wooden corncutter and tools believed to 
have been used in constructing the origin- 
al farm buildings in 1774, 

The property, whose original buildings 
still stand, is no longer farmed but is oc- 
cupied by Tommy’s grandmother, Mrs. A. 
Layton Nevius, and Tommy and his parents 
live next door. 


Here is a lad who should serve as a pat- 
tern for the many parents and juveniles who 
believe the only use for youthful energies 
and imagination is mischief and trouble-mak- 
ing from breaking windows, stealing cars,- 
and coin purses from defenseless women, 
and burden local communities with police, 
and court. costs, probation or reform-schools. 

Eleven year old Thomas Westervelt might 
well be looked upon as a normal pattern for 
the use of teen-age ingenuity and energy to 
replace the trend toward the opposite and 
silly waste of energies, imagination, and 
good name, with the aftermath of sorrow, re- 
grets, expense, remorse, and being labelled 
for life as an outcast and failure. Few of 
our children lack brains and ingenuity; why 
not use our energies and theirs to build up 
their talents, by pointing the way! 


A CHILD 

When God created the child, He sent it 
to a home, saying, “‘Nourish and bring up 
the child for Me.’? He sent it to the church, 
saying, ‘‘Teach it My love and my laws? 
He sent it to the community saying, Deal 
tenderly with it, and it will bless thee.” 
He sent it to the nation saying, ‘‘Be good 
to the child for it is thy greatest asset, 
and thy future hope.”” H.-H. Ritter-Pusch, 
Lansdowne,Pa. 
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RELIGIOUS BOOM 
CENTERS IN TOWNS, 
SUBURBAN AREAS 


A MERICA’S ‘‘church boom” is heavi- 
ly concentrated in suburbs and in 
small towns, religious leaders re- 
ported, according to a UP report from 
Washington, D. C.,Jan.25, 1957, 


They reported that while over-all U. 
S. church enrollment has been soaring 
to a record of more than 100,000,000, 
churches in rural areas and in down- 
town sections of big cities--the two 
extremes of population density --have 
been losing members steadily. 


The uneven impact of the back-to- 
church movement is now under close- 
and-serious study, by officials of major 
denominations. Here are some of the 
facts they have established: 


Most of the thousands of new church- 
es huilt since World War 11 have gone 
up in suburban areas. Even so, the typi- 
cal suburban church has an overflow- 
ing congregation and is casting about 
for more spdce. 


During the same period, rural church- 
es have been closing at a rate of a 1000 
a year. Many of those still open are 
struggling for survival with shar ply--re- 
duced membership and budgets. 


Protestant churches, particularly, are 
disappearing from the “‘inner city’’ at 
what the National Council of Churches 
is said to call ‘‘an alarming rate.”’ 


For example, only two major Prot- 
estant churches survive in downtown 
St. Louis, three in Cleveland’s inner 


city 


EMULATE CHRISTI! 

Ministers should strive to ‘‘be the kind 
of Person Christ would be in these modern -- 
times,”’ but their congregations should al- 
so recognize them as “‘being human,” a 
panel agreed. 


The panel, made up of ministers and lay- 
men, featured a meeting of the Disciples 
Union of Western N.Y.,Cleveland Heights, -—- 
Christian Church, Cheektowaga, New York. 


GROW OLDER YOUTHFULLY 


% Famous. people are often asked what 
keeps them so young?’’ With many the 
secret seems to be that they don’t always 
act their age. 
People like Sir Winston Churchill, U. S. 
architect Frank Lloyd Wright, are all young, 
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old men --because each has kept alive in 
himself a small boy’s sense of FUN! 

The late Justice Holmes, who quipped, 
‘‘Oh, to be 70 again!’ had the same qual- 
ity. So did gentle Albert Einstein, father 
of the atom-age. 

The adult who feels he is wasting time 
unless he is always thinking bigh thoughts 
or doing important deeds, murders the spir- 
it of childhood in him; the child he once 
was and must some-how keep alive, if he 
is not to turn forever OLD! 

If you let the delight of childhood die 
within you, you begin to wither too! 

And what does delight of childhood mean? 

It means enjoying doing things, not because 
they are important, because they are FUN! 
‘Railroad King’ 

Celebrities often relax in pursuits that 
seem childish to the worldly dull. The 
smarter the celebrity, the more likely he 
he is to be able to forget bis own import- 
ance now and then, to relive the pleasure 
of being like a KID! 

Film actor Yul Brynner, star of ‘‘The 
King and I,”’ in his spare time at home, 
spends hours building and operating model 
railroads, 

The portly Aga Khan, world-famous for 
his racing stable, and his leadership of 
millions of followers of a Moslem sect, has ~ 
one favorite pastime -- flyimg KITES! 

King Gustave of Sweden escapes from — 
his royal worries by building castles with — 
toy mechanical set. . 

The late Mr. Woodrow Wilson, certainly 3 
one of the most serious of U.S.Presidents,- 


collected funny LIMERICS! 
--Prof. Murdock, in Melbourne Herald, 


; 

q 
CHURCH FUND RAISING : 
- Norman E. Nygaard, D. D. . 


For information which will belp you in con- 
sidering or planning your Fund-Raising Cam- — 
paign, fill in and mail the coupon below.No 
obligation. 
eeeeeseseseseseSFs 


Dr. Norman E. Nygaard 
The Expositor, Box 81, East Aurora, N. Y. 
Please send me_ information a a‘ 
garding ~ 
your Church Fund Raising Canadien 
q \ 
Name 


Address 


City or Town 


Denomination 


THE VOICE 
OF GOD 


NORMAN H. SNAITH 


‘TEXT: Gen, 1:3 “And God said...” 


SAIAH the prophet went to King Ahaz 
and Lade him ask for a sign from God. 
Ahaz refused; he did not want a sign. 
But Isaiah replied that Ahaz was going to 
ihave a sign whether he wanted it or not. 
‘The sign was, you remember: ‘‘Behold, a 
‘virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel’? (Isai.7:14). 
But why did Ahaz do his best to avoid the 
‘Sign? It was because he believed, as every- 
body believed then, that the sign would be 
effective, that when once the sign had been 
given, the rest followed inevitably. It would 
mot be simply an illustration in a speech, 
mor ‘would it be a saying or an incident from 
which the prophet would proceed to point 
the moral. It would be the actual beginning 
of the happening itself. It would be an ef- 
fective sign, a magic Sign, in the sense in 
which the word “‘magic’”’ is used in the study 
of primitive religion, a sign which belonged 
so closely to the subsequent action that the 
two can be classed as one operation. In this 
sense of immediacy, the signs of the Bible 
are the initiation in this world of the deter- 
mined deeds of God. The evident act of God 
begins with the sign. It is a magic sign. 
_ This is true of the Word of God. When the 
prophet speaks, it is the Voice of God. He 
speaks the Word of God, and not his own. 
[f it had been his own word, it would have 
been no more than a pious hope, a human 
guess, or at most the considered judgment 
a wise, good man. But since it was the 
fot of God it was therefore an effective 
rd! The very speaking of the Word forth- 
ith set in motion irrevesibly the veritable 


. 
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act of God. It was not going to be: it was 
here. “‘He spoke, and it came to be”? Psa. 
33:9,RSV. The Voice of God, made to be 
heard through the prophet, was so immedi- 
ately active that there was no slightest in- 
terval between the saying and the doing, 
The Word itself is the act. The prophet 
prefaced what he had to say with the formu- 
la; “Thus saith the Lord..’’ This phrase 
is not only an impressive opening for the 
oracle; it is the magic formula which en- 
sures life and actuality to the oracle, As 
soon.as the formula has been uttered, the 
Divine act is in being. It is in process of 
being accomplished. 

1. The Creative Voice of God. ‘‘And God 
said,Let there be light: and there was light’ 
At the instant Voice of God, light forthwith 
sprang into being. ‘‘And God said, Let there 
be a firmament in the midst of the waters,” 
and immediately there was a cleaving of 
the waters above from the waters below. 
It was all “immediately, if not sooner.”* 
“The Voice of God is powerful...the Voice 
of God strippeth the forests bare.” Psa. 29 
One moment the cedars of Lebanon are rich 
with luxurious green, the next moment they 
are stripped bare like the relics of a forest 
fire --stark naked, desolate. So effective is 
the Voice of God that Psalmists and Proph- 
ets speak of the Word of God almost as if 
the Word itself were a living, active agent 
of God! ‘‘He sendeth his word, and healeth 
them, and delivereth them from their destruc- 
tions.’’ Psa,107:20. Similarly the absolute - 
effectiveness of the Word of God is likened 
in Isa. 55:11 to the ‘inevitable and regular 
course of Nature, the processes of growth 
and the remorseless cycle of the seasons: - 
‘‘So shall my word be that goeth forth out 
of my mouth; it shall not return unto me void, 
but it shall accomplish that which I please 
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto 
I sent it.” 

2. The Redemptive Voice of God. It has 
often been pointed out that the beginning 
of the Gospel according to St. John is close- 
ly linked in phraseology with the beginning 
of Genesis. This applies not only to the 
initial phrase ‘‘In the beginning,’’ but also — 
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to the idea of the Word of God, The link is 
closer than is generally realized. It includes 
the idea of light. Jesus is the Word of God. 
Scholars mostly think here in terms of the 
Greek Logos (Word), that indwelling reason 
which holds the world together and in which 
all things cohere, the rational principle of 
the universe, that essence which makes man 
one with the world and at the same time in 
some sense kin with God. All this is doubt- 
less true, but if we remember the close as- 
sociation with the first chapter of Genesis, 
we can see that the Evangelist is saying 
more than ever the Greeks could say. He 
is speaking of the direct and immediate ac- 
tion of God. Just as in the beginning of cre- 
ation God spake and forthwith there was 
light, so now once again God has spoken 
and has given the Light to men. When the 
Word became flesh, God was once more tak- 
ing the first step in a new action, the sav- 
ing work of the Lord Jesus Christ. At the 
first beginning, ‘‘the first Adam became a 
living human being’’; at the second begin- 
ning, ‘‘the last Adam became a life-giving 
spirit.’ ‘* The first man is of the earth, 
earthy; the second, man is of heaven.’’From 
Bethleham through to Calvary there is a Di- 
vine necessity, a determined Voice of God 
that cannot be denied, the Word of God which 
cannot return to Him void. The word of atone- 
ment was spoken; the work of atonement was 
done. With us, the word and the work are 
separate. With God the Word and the Work 
ONE! We speak and often do not ACT.He 
speaks and already it is done. 

3. The Elective Voice of God. Here we 
speak of the Voice of the Holy Spirit. With 
St. Paul ‘‘called’’ means ‘‘chosen,elected.”’ 
This is because he was so fully aware in 
his own, experience of the immediate and com- 
pelling power of the Voice of God. When 
once a man hears the Voice of God, his fate 
is fixed. Henceforth he is God’s man, ‘‘a 
chosen vessel”’unto. God, ‘‘the slave of God.’’ 
He comes to realize as the years pass by, 
that the choice was God’s and not his; and 
this is in spite of the fact that at the time 
of his conversion he was conscious mainly 
that he himself was chousing. But the older 
a man grows in Christian experience,the more 
he “grows up’? in Christ, the more he be- 
comes conscious of the effectiveness of the 
Voice of God. _It is this consciousness of 
the effective Work of the Holy Spirit that is 
the real treasure of Christian experience ! 
“*I was an herdman...and the Lord took me. 
«+ethe Lord said,’’ and Amos had no alter- 
native. And so it always is. God speaks in 
creation and it is done. God speaks in. . 
Christ and it is done. God speaks to a man, 
and it is done! 

But is it done? Does the Voice of God 
come to every man? And if so, why do some 
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turn back to Him, and so many turn away? 
It is because men’s ears are dulled from 
hearing, dulled because of sin, because of 
self, because of pride. And we, who know 
something of His saving grace, must speak 
more persistently, act more consistently, 
so that both by word and by work men may 
listen, and listening, bear the Voice of 
God, that will not be denied. 


DOING THE 
HARD THING 


J. ITHEL JONES 


TEXT: 2 Tim. 2:8 “Endure hardness, as a 
good soldier of Jesus Christ.”’ 


everything. One day her teacher found 
that Anne, instead of working hard at 
her sums, was quite calmly copying the 
answers from her little friend, Mark. Well, 
of course, that kind of thing just couldn’t ~ 
go on. And so the teacher asked Anne what 
she thought she was doing! “*Well,’” retort- 
ed Anne, “‘It’s like this, Miss. I’m not very 
good at sums and Mark is very clumsy at 
tying shoelaces. So I tie his laces and he — 
lets me copy his sums!”” 
Fair enough? Well, for grown-ups perhaps 
that kind of thing is all right. Each of us 
does the job he is best able to do. What — 
would happen, for instance, if I tried to — 
make my own shoes instead of getting them 
from experienced shoemakers? What if I _ 
started tinkering with my wireless when it — 
goes wrong, instead of calling in an elec-— 
trician? And suppose every time I wanteay 
to light a fire I had to go down the mine and — 
dig for coal? 3 
No; we leave these special jobs to the peo- 
ple who are trained to do them and we get 
on with our own job. In this way we all fit 
into the picture of life. 
That is the secret of the Church, St. Paul 
tells us. He calls the Church the body of 
Christ. And as the body has many parts-- 
members, as he calls them, each one doing’ 
its own job--the eye doing the seeing, the 
ear the hearing, the nose the smelling, and 
so on, so it is with the Church. Each mem> 
ber does what God has put him there to dow 
In that case it’s each man to his job. 
All the same, Anne was wrong. When we 
are children we need to get down to doing 
the things we may not like to do, and things 
we are not goodat, and need to learn. It puts 
toughness into our character. And no ma 
can be a Christian in a world like this with 
out some of that toughness, or stamina. For 


A LITTLE girl I know has an answer for 


‘The Expositor 


YOUR CHANCES of being injured at home or in church 
are even greater than being hurt on the highway! 

Fortunately there’s a Ministers Life accident 
policy that helps cover those risks. Named the 
“Criterion” Accident policy, it is truly what its 
name implies—a standard of good judgment. Avail- 
able only to ministers and other professional religious 
workers—our “preferred risk” policyholders—the 
“Criterion” is so low in cost that it is undoubtedly 
one of the best buys in accident insurance today. 


Accident Insurance 


with this Low-Cost Ministers Life 
“Criterion” Accident Policy 


WHAT DOES IT COST? If you are under 60 the cost 
is only $3 a quarter-year. If taken between 60 and 65 
the premium is only $4 a quarter. Best of all. . . the 
first premium is only $1.00 to cover the next two months. 

You will be paid $150 a month, up to 24 months, 
for disability by accident—with an extra $150 a 
month, up to 10 weeks, if you are hospitalized. 
LIBERAL OPTIONAL SUMS are available under 
Schedules of Fractures, Amputations, Sprains, etc. 

The accidental death benefit under age 65 is 
$5000; between ages 65 and 70 is $2500; after age 
70, $1000. After age 65, the disability benefit is 
$112.50 a month and other benefits are reduced 25% To: 

Not covered are injuries due to war, flying in 
non-commercial aircraft or conditions covered by 
workmen’s_-compensation or which are treated in 
United States Government hospital facilities fur- 
nished for members and ex-members of the armed 
forces. 


CRITERION POLICY FOR AGES UNDER 65 
PAYS $150 A MONTH, up to 24 months, for disability by 
accidental injuries . . . pays for actual expenses, up to $150 
a month extra, if hospitalized by such injuries—or $150 
a month if such injuries require registered nurse in home 
. .. up to $37.50 medical expense on non-disabling injuries 
. «+ $5,000 for loss of two limbs or eyes by injury . . . $2,500 
for loss of one limb; $1,250 for loss of one eye by injury 
. . . $60 a month, up to 6 months, for partial (50%) dis- 
ability by accident . . . $5,000 for death by accidental injury. 


Help Protect 
Vital Income 
through 


Renewable at option of the company 


STHE MINISTERS LIFE & CASUALTY UNION 
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4 5 b 10535 Ministers Life Building, Minneapolis 16, Minnesota 
* speeaerl Y In Canada: 30 Bloor St. W., Toronto, Ontario 

e Please send me the “Criterion” accident policy application form. 
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THE CHRISTIAN ETHOS 
: By Werner Elert 
e ‘able guide through the 
Bh of ethical debate. 

. . Lby] “one of the most im- 
portant Lutheran theologians 


f this generation.’ 
~- Bishop Hans Lilje. $6.00 


i LUTHER ON VOCATION 


By Gustav Wingren 
One of Sweden's leading the- 
ologians writes on the ro 
tionship between Luther s re 
trine of vocation an is 
theology. $3.50 


At all book stores 
MUHLENBERG PRESS 
Philadelphia 


we are all called upon to endure hardness 
as good soldiers of Jesus Christ. So Anne 
had better get down to her sums and Mark 
to his shoelaces. The Expository Times 


CONVICT- ARTIST DYING 
OF CANCER, GIVEN PAROLE . 

SANTA FE, N.M.(INS)---reported in Dec- 
ember ‘‘Ralph DuBose Pekor, 55, longtime 
prison inmate who gained fame as a painter 
of a smiling Christ, was released by special 
parole.. Pekor, who is suffering from can- 
cer and has only a few months to live, and 
had his first Christmas as a free man in 20 
years, 

The convict-artist became famous while 
a prisoner in Florida State Prison. The pic- 
ture became popular with fellow prisoners 
and people ‘‘on the outside.’’ Thousands 
of reproductions are still being sold. 

‘Pekor escaped from a New Mexico hos- 
pital while serving out a life term there. 
He was arrested later in Florida for pass- 
ing a bad check. He was finally returned 
to New Mexico to serve out the remain- 
der of his life sentence as an‘habitual crim- 
inal. Pekor’s trouble, said his lawyer, HJ. 
Guthmann, ‘‘can be traced back to the bot- 
tle.” 


The noblest question in the world i 
What good may I do in it? ea fe 
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KEEPERS 
OF THE 


SACRED FLAME 


CECIL C URCH 


/ AVE you ever wondered how our low- — 
-browed ancestors managed to live in 
‘a world without fire? How the poor 

creatures must have shivered in their cold, 

damp caves! How they must have dreaded 


q 


.the dark nights, with no light to guide their 


i 
feet. It’s little wonder that Nature provided 
them with coats of shaggy hair to protect ~ 
them from the cold. The only wonder is that — 
any of them grew to maturity to become your | 
ancestors and mine. 


Fortunately for Neanderthal man, before 
the ice sheet came down, one of the most 
important events in history took place. Men 
learned how’ to tame and use fire. Before 
they had eaten their food hot, bloody and 
uncooked, just where they killed it. Men 
had, of course, seen fire. They had felt 
its warmth andits terrible heat, and like 
the wilder animals of the forest, had fled — 
from it in terror. Then some brave, heroic 
soul ventured to tame the monster by feed- — 
ing it wood, and so compelled it to do his 
bidding. 


With the taming of fire, the home was 
made possible. The group no longer wan- 
dered in search of food, eating it where it~ 
was killed. Soon: the women became the — 
fire-keepers and homemakers, while men 
were hunters. (You see, ladies, how long 
ago men decreed that'’w-man's place is in 
the bome?’*) To allow the fire to go out 
was a serious offence, because they had no 
way of re-kindling the flame. The task of 
keeping the fire going probably very early 
fell to the lot of the older girls, with death — 
as the penalty of letting it go out. St. Paul 
found this prehistoric custom still persist- 
ing in Rome, where the white-robed Vestal 
Virgins were Keepers of the Sacred Flame! 


Like the Vestal Virgins of ancient Rome, 
Mothers are Keepers of the Sacred Flame. 
When God made Eve to be an helpmeet to 
Adam(Gen.2), He commanded them to ‘*be 
fruitful ana multiplyand replenish the earth? 
Thus Eve, ‘‘The Mother of all living,”? was 
given her great mission in life. 


First Presbyterian Church 
Woodstock, Illinois 
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EBENEZER 
As the Fund begins its 240th year of continuous service, it feels impelled 
“‘Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.’’ The 


oldest insurance company in America, it gives credit to many good leaders 


to raise its voice in gratitude: 


who have served their day and generation. Yet the chief reason for being 
grateful is that God has been serving his servants through the Fund. And 
we hope, “‘by His good pleasure,’’ to make the 25th decade the best that 


is to be. 


It will be the aim of the Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund not only to study 
history, but to make it. You may correspond confidently with: 
MINISTERS’ 
Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Alexander Mackie, President 
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Women may take over the job of running 
ull-dozers or steam shovels, they may be- 
me mechanics, welders, truck-drivers, or 
sectors; but they cannot alter the obvious 
.ct that their God-given mission is to- 
bear strong sons and robust daughters,”’ 
id to train them in the ways of righteous- 
2ss and peace. When God created man, 
ale and female, He set a pattern of mutual 
-eativity, and to woman He gave the more 
fficult part of the task of keeping the 
acred Flame of Life! 


For the miracle of conception is symbol- 
: of the prehistoric beginning of life on 
arth, when the one-celled protozoa sprang 
> in the shallow waters of the sea. At the 
yment of conception, two microscopic 
Ils unite, and the tiny spark of life grows 
1d develops through all the early stages 
' life, from the tadpole to the perfectly 
rmed infant that eventually comes from 
arkness into the light of this world. No- 
dy knows just when the Spirit of God is 
eathed into the tiny mite, but we feel 
ire the miracle has already taken place 
, the time the infant greets the unfriend- 
world with his lusty cry of protest. Who 
it God can explain this miracle? All we 
ow is that God is again breathing into 
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a brand-new man ‘“‘the breath of life,’’and 
he is becoming a "living soul!’’ 


This wee soul, housed in a material body, 
looks to his mother to supply all his needs. 
Crying when hungry, eating often, sleep- 
ing twenty hours a day, he seems as physi- 
cal as any new-born animal of the fields. 
But when he opens his clear, blue eyes, 
you see that he has but recently left that 
mysterious realm where God keeps infant 
souls,ready for delivery to Planet Earth. 


As the baby develops,the mother becomes, 
increasingly aware, of his spiritual needs. 
The love which his mother lavishes upon 
him is but a reflection of God’s love, ‘‘for 
God is love, ..and he who loves is born 
of God.’”? (1 John 4:7,RSV) And from his 
mother the child learns that God loves him, 
too. He lives to learn the he must bow down, 
and worship his Creator-God. He learns to 
talk with God, andkeeps on trying to —~ 
‘“think God’s thoughts after Him.”’ From 
his mother’s example he realizes that hate 
is a virulent poison which soon eats out 
the heart and vitality of the hater. In short, 
he learns to live in two worlds, the seen 
and the unseen. And through struggle and 
trial, he comes to realize, with Paul, that 
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‘““the things which are seen are temporal, 
but the things which are unseen are eter- 
nal.** (11 Cor.4:18) Only then is he able to 
accept responsibility and to assume his 
fair share of the world’s work. Only then 


is he fit to marry and undertake his mis- 
sion as a Keeper of the Sacred Flame! 


For Fathers, too, are Keepers of the Sac- 
ted Flame. Fathers lose so much when they 
leave all the care and training of their wee 
children to their wives. Fathers lose too 
much when the pressure of business pre- 
vents them from sharing the responsibili- 
ties and privileges of parenthood. Often 
they leave in the morning before the chil- 
dren are awake; they come home just in 
time to kiss the children good-night. Often 
they remain strangers in their own homes. 


Still, they insist, history is on their side. 
Of course, Neanderthal Man charged the 
women with the task of firekeeping, home- 
making and child-care. But times have 
changed in the past 100,000 years - ‘‘Time 
marches on!’’ No longer does the man roam 
the forest in search of food for his family, 
although some women insist that man re- 
tains too many of his primitive,’*Roamin’ ’*- 
instincts. Yes, man must still work for a 
living (or permit his wife to support him in 
unaccustomed luxury!), but he still finds 
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time for the things he wants to do. He has- 
his bowling nights, his lodge nights, his 
nights for fun and frivolity. And then one 
night as he is bidding his long-suffering 
wife good-by, he overhears his little daugh- 
ter praying, ‘‘And God, pl ease let Daddy 
stay home just one night!”’ And tears scald 
his eyes as he reproaches himself, ‘‘My 
own vineyard | have not kept!?’(Sol. 1:6,rvS) 


Time passes swiftly, so swiftly!) That 
cuddly, chubby little child of yours will be 
a man tomorrow. Shall he grow up a strang- 
er to a father’s love and guidance? And 
what assurance have you that he will be 
alive tomorrow? For all your fervent pray- 
ers, he may fall a victim of cancer, or of 
leukemia, or die in a traffic accident to- 
morrow. Then, like David of old, your pray- 
erful sobs will rise to Heaven too late,‘ ‘O 
my son, Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! 
Would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, 


my son, my son!’’ 


All Men and Women are Keepers of the 
Sacred Flame! You know the old maxim, 
‘Tet conscience be your guide?” That is 
a good rule, only if your conscience has 
been properly trained. ‘‘Conscience,’’ the 
dictionary informs us, “‘is self-knowledge 
or self-judgment, the ability to discern the ~ 
right or wrong of any action or thought.” 
Isaiah has a good definition of the well- 
trained’ conscience, ‘‘And your ears shall 
hear a voice behind you, saying, “This is 
the way; walk ye in it? ’’ (Isa.30:21) But 
the Voice Behind You is a safe guide, on- 
ly when you turn your life over to God and 
let Him run it. In daily communion with God, 
you discover what is His will for you. Then 
will you safely follow your conscience, for ~ 
you will recognize it as the Voice of God. 
To change the metaphor a bit, was it not 
George Washington who wrote in his copy- 
book, ‘‘Labor to keep alive in your heart 
that little spark of celestial fire called con- © 
science.” 


I y 


One of my favorite comic-strips is ‘‘Pris- 
cilla’s Pop.’’ Priscilla and her wee winged — 
Conscience have many a pitched battle.- — 
She tiptoes into the kitchen to sneak a bit — 
of cake still warm from the oven, but Con- 
science warns her, ‘‘You’ll be punished if 
you do it.” Childish as it may seem, that is” 
a Parable of life. All human life is a halt- 
ing between two opinions, a struggle to © 
make the wiser of two or more decisions. 


And constantly we face the danger of 
making no decision at all, just staying in 
the same old rut. Shall you give up your 
present job and take another which offers 
less money but more chance to serve God 
and your fellowman? Shall you seize th 
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chance to humiliate an enemy and even up 
an old score? Shall you sacrifice a few 
hours of precious leisure to sing in the 
choir, or teach a Sunday School class, or 
go to visit your sick friend? Shall you mort- 
gage the present to make the future more se- 
cure? Whatever decision you may be facing, 
lay it before God, then listen to the Voice 
Behind you, saying, ‘‘This is the way...” 


Now, prehistoric man faced no such di- 
lemmas. Whatever he did was right in his 
own eyes, he made no attempt to justify 
his actions. In a fit of jealous rage, Cain 
murdered his brother and felt no remorse 
when God accused him of the deed. He felt 
sorrow only for himself, because he was 
sentenced to bear the brand of a murderer 
all the rest of his life. A man is always 
punished, until he learns that he is his 
brother’s Keeper. 


No one knows just when God placed in 
man’s breast “that little spark of celes- 
tial fire called Conscience.’’ But it seems 
safe to surmise that it happened soon aft- 
er our unnamed, heroic ancestor tamed fire, 
and men settled down to build homes and 
communities. Families moved out of caves 
into tents and crude huts. Ever larger groups 
of people were obliged to learn how to live 
together.Through trial and error, they learned 
respect for the rights of others, with death 
as the penalty for failure to learn. Thus, only 
the teachable survived to propagate the race! 


*‘Blessed are the teachable, for they shall 
inherit the earth.’’In the fullness of time, Je- 
sus was born in a remote Judean village; He 
lived in Nazareth, where He helped His fa- 
ther in the carpenter shop. He learned to 
make smooth yokes that would not chafe 
the necks of the oxen. He roamed the blue 
Galilean hills at dusk and watched the moon- 
light dancing on the waters of the Lake. 
He grew to manhood with a gnawing rest- 
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lessness in his heart, that drove Him to 
follow the crowds far into the desert, seek- 
ing a fiery preacher whose fame had spread 
abroad. 

There on the banks of the Jordan He found 
John the Baptizer, Strangely like a prophet 
of old was he, in his coat of camel’s hair 
and belt of leather. Gaunt from his diet of 
locust and wild honey, his unkempt hair, 
his stern voice rose and fell and boomed 
like the mighty North Wind, ‘‘Repent ye! 
for the Kingdom of God is near!”’ 

Espying Jesus in the crowd, John’s voice 
ceased, abashed by the Presence of One 
greater than he. Reluctant because of his 
own unworthiness, he baptized his’ famous 
cousin. At once the Spirit of God descend- 
ed upon Jesus, anda Voice from Heaven re- 
sounded, ‘““This is My beloved Son. Hear ye 
Him!’ 

Straightway He rose from the waters to be- 
come the Conscience of His countrymen 
and of all the nations of the world, for all 
ages. Nailed to a cross by wicked and fear- 
ful men, He prayed, ‘‘Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do!” 

Truly He was the Keeper of the Sacred 
Flame of Conscience. 

And when from the cross He cried, ‘‘It 
is finished!’”? He passed the torch to you 
and me. ‘‘Carry on the work which | have 
begun,”’ He said. *‘Work with God to re- 
deem His people from sin and destruction. 
Be ye Keepers of the Sacred Flame!” 

*"Man comes a pilgrim of the Universe, 

Out of the mystery that was before 

The world, out of the wonder of old stars. 

Far roads have felt his feet, forgotten wells 
Have glassed his beauty bending down to drink. 
At altar fires anterior to Earth 

His soul was lighted, and it will burn on 

After the suns have wasted on the void. 

His feet have felt the pressure of old worlds, 
And are to tread on others yet unnamed ------- 


Worlds sleeping yet in some new Dream of God! 
—M arkham 
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WO boys were talking. One 
mentioned the devil. The 
larger of the two reprimanded 
his companion. 
“There ain’t no devil.” 
“There is too.” 
**You’re a dope. Everybody knows 
that there ain’t no such person.’’ 
“But I know there’s a devil.’’ 
‘I suppose you know there’s a 
Santa Claus too.’’ 
“Ah, I know that Santa Claus is my 
mommy and daddy.’’ 

‘““Yea,’’ retorted the older boy, ‘‘so 
is the devil.’’ 

Adults often think of children as 
little demons. To the child, however, 
it is the adulthood from whom the 
devils arise. Parents aren’t exactly 
devils. Neither are children though. 
The child is the image of his 
teachers. Juvenile delinquency 
is, thus, a product of adult behavior 
as much as it is that of the child. 


A child’s character is curved by his parents and will grow-- 


AS THE TWIG 
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HE sons and daughters are putty in 

the hands of their mothers and fathers. 

The characteristic nature of the child 
is a result of the training, or the lack of it, 
that the individual receives. The Biblical 
Proverb admonishment is: ‘‘Train up a child 
in the way he should go; and when he is old 
he will not depart from it.” 

The Hebrew word used here for “‘train’”’ is 
‘*Chanak.” It means literally ‘‘to put some- 
thing in the mouth.”” The mother must feed 
the child. There are two kinds of food, the 
physical and the spiritual. Both are impor- 
tant. Bread is necessary for life. It is not 
life. More is needed for living than bread 
supplies. Too many believe the lie of the 
communist that all food enters the body 
through the mouth. There are many hun- 
gers that are not concerned with the stom- 
ach. Few proverbs could be more errone- 
ous than the one that would have us be- 
lieve it is better to be fed than taught. 

There are few mothers that fail to sup- 
ply the stomachs cry of their children. 
Most strive to satiate the child’s need for 
milk, green and yellow vegetables, meats 
and the other nutriments. These foods are 
essential for a healthy body. Improper foods 
affect the bodily health. The physical symp- 
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toms are obesity or tenuity. The extent and 
nature depends upon the nutrition intake. 

There are also hungers of the mind to be 
sated, The mental symptoms are far more 
tell-tale. Delinquency, dipsomania, narcot- 
ics addiction, vandalism, and the many 
crimes perpetrated upon society are usual-_ 
ly simply the plebeian, yet infelicitous, ef- 
forts of the puerile to find love, affection, © 
and a sense of security in a world the im- 
agine hostile toward them. The child who 
is unnecessarially subjected to unpleasant 
and domineering parental discipline will 
naturally rebel against this authority, and 
any authority. A child is like any human be- © 
ing. He wants a feeling of security, love, 
personal recognition, encouragement, and 
lastly food and shelter. : 

An article, “‘What Makes a Woman Hap- 
py?’’ appeared in WHY, ‘‘the magazine of © 
popular psychology.”’ According to their 
findings the largest source of her happi- 
ness was mt eating, which was only 5%, 
but loving and being loved. This consti- 
tuted almost a quarter of her happiness. 
This same hunger is found even more pro- 
nounced in the world of the child, since 
he is more directly dependent upon love 
in order to Jive than any adult. E 

Many books on child psychology are now 
available. Most of them are very helpful, I 
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ind. “‘A Manual of First Aid for Mental- 
fealth in Childhood and Adolescence’? by 
wreen and Rothenberg particularly useful. 
Then the Parent’s Magazines are invalu- 
ible. There are few subjects which are so 

vell supplied with excellent books from 

thich to choose, If, however, you are emo- 
conally mature and happily married there 
.arried there will be few problems for your 
thild which will not solve themselves in a 
thort while. 

The greatest problem any child has is 
\bildishness --not his own, but that of one 
t+ both of his parents. Many husbands and 
rives lack mature minds. Of the many child- 
sh antics of ‘‘adults’’ let’s examine just 
wo. First, it is immature to be inconsid- 
‘rate of the rights and feelings of another. 
\ child receives gifts from others. He has 
0 idea how much itcost the giver! He gave 
sothing in return. He is, therefore, not real- 
y grateful. Perhaps the most common com- 
slaint among married couples is that one 
s too selfish, thoughtless, and the other 
me feels he is being taken for granted! 
Yhildren are naturally selfish until taught 
therwise. An adult is altruistic. Second- 
y, it is the nature of a child to live in a 
YREAM WORLD at times. Adults face real- 
ty. Many individuals over 21 refuse to ac- 
sept things as they are; they day-dream, 
gnore facts, rationalize and do anything 
© AVOID REALITY! Their world is not 
what it actually is, but what they think it 
should be. This illusion is more pleasant 
han the real conditions. “‘If only things 
were different, a different wife, another 
home, a better job, more schooling, -then- 
there would be nothing to keep me from be- 
ing bappy!’’--so they muse. These are 
not the musings of a well-adjusted person, 
nut the wishful thinking of a childish mind! 


ebruary, 1957 
@ 
2 


This is the imaginary world of the child. 
There are fairy god-mothers, to grant all 
wishes. The mature parent will recognize 
his own shortcomings. No attempt will be 
made to evade them or explain them away. 
This is the Person to set an example for 
a child to follow. 

For the child an example must be set! 
Children are incessant imitators. If you are 
calm, your child will be calm. You want 
your child to read a book of Bible stories. 
Do not try to nag him into it. You cannot 
bribe him. Instead, simply read them your- 
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self! Let him see you doing it! He will 
want to join you. Permit him! Read them- 
to him. Encourage him to read the stories 
to you. Later discuss them with him. Ask 
his opinion. Compare them to his life.When 
he read the tale of the inseparable friend- 
ship of David and Jonathan, did it remind 
him of any of his friends? A French prov- 
erb that many parents should remind them- 
selves of daily, cautions: “‘Children have 
more need of models than critics.”’ 

What kind of model are you? Do not ex- 
pect your child to do anything you do not 
do. Do not anticipate him not doing what 
you do. In the atmosphere of a lov- 
ing father and mother, the child will know 
few difficulties. A child that can love and 
trust both parents and know his love is re- 
turned, will be happy. Happy children are 
rarely anything but GOOD ones, 

Parents are not devils! Children are not 
devils! What the mother and father are, the 
children will be. The parents want to be 
loved, to feel secure, and possess a healthy 
mind and body. So does the child, 


A BETTER RESURRECTION 


TEXT: Hebr. 11:35 Not accepting their 
deliverance, that they might obtain 
a better resurrection. 


They preferred a glorious death to an 
inglorious life; they chose death in the 
mighty cause rather than life with a mean 
compromise. They had no desire for life, 
robbed of its crown. These men chose 
death with a spiritual crown, rather than 
life with the knowledge of having betray- 
ed the One who came, walked with them 
and among them, taught them and peve 
Tlis life im them through Love. ey 
chose death with Christ’s flag flying; 
they knew they would one ey arise 
from the grave with His flag sti | flying. 
Here were men who did not want life 
“fat any price.’’ [hey wanted life, linked 
with knowledge of His love and devo- 
tion to that hich IIe taught to all men! 

The disciple of Jesus is always be- 
set by temptation, -- temptation to bar- 

ain for an easier way,an easier answer. 
Yet, through Jlis grace, it is possible 
to withstand the temptation of the hour 
to choose an easy course, a simple way 
to ease and wealth, or position of au- 
thority. Ve are shown how we can avoid 
contact with reality; we are lured to 
avenues, where we may escape the 
sights of want, back streets, uncared- 
for children, outcasts, and the wrecks 
sodden with liquor. Yes, we are led to 
believe we can escape facts through 
easy insurance against the terrors of 
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_they did not win. He kept saying, “ 


~ple into the 


the day. Some believe it! There is a sim- 
ple way out, of course; just numb your- 

self to the needs all about you, and for 

you they do, not exist. However, in or-- 
der to remain numb to the facts about 

us, we must rely upon sos Oe 

than imagination, such as drugs, liquor, 

or the like. 

How is this different from death, and 
death without gain or purpose. Choos- 
ing the right way, in and through Jesus 
Christ, may bring death in its wake 
but the death in tim will spate with His | 


promise of everlasting life 


THE LIVING CHRIST INSIDE 


A missionary in South Africa told the 
Christ-story to two little Zulu boys.” 
Later, one repeated to his mistress what 
he had heard, saying, ‘“‘Oh, there was a_ 
wonderful \lan; and the eople were very 
unkind to Him, and He fed and went up 
to heaven; but He came down again, and — 
He was like a little child in people’s” 
hearts.”’ ; 

Then the mistress asked, ‘‘Well, what” 
did you do?”’ Replied the little boy with — 
shining face, ‘‘i opened my heart, and_ 
let the little Babe Christ come in; and 
He came in and my heart closed over 
Him, and He is inside there now.”’ 4 

Later, he went back to his people, 
that little heathen boy, and he was cruel- 
ly treated by them, because of his love 
for Jesus. the tried to get the idea of 
the Christ-Child out of his head, but 


is inside, and you cannot get. 
and you must be very Saeotak 
Him.’’ The, best way to be sure of the 
presence, the resurrection, and the re- 
turn of Jesus to his heavenly home is’ 
to have Him in our hearts. Then we know 
that He is with us, and alive in us. 


JUST SHAKING HANDS 
In War Cry, Mrs. Ballington Booth — 
related the story about her little boy 
then four years of age. There was a 
cartoon picturing a boat in the midst 
of sea. All around a boat were 
struggling, gasping, sinking men and 
women, tlie Sieber . In the rear of 
the boat was General Booth reaching. 
out his hand to the drowning. The lit- > 
tle boy looked at the picture steadily. 
At last he said, ‘‘\lamma, what is my 
Grandpa doing? Is he trying to get ‘ 
at, or is he just me ; 

ing hands with them?’’ Genuine Chris- 
tianity must go beyond the point of 
merely shaking hands. There are in- 
sistent calls to serve the Lord! 


The Exposito 


bes 
aa ty 


ee 
a 
a 
oe 
ee 

Se 


D’S WAY With MAN, Variations on the Theme 
Providence, Roger Hazelton, -Abingdon, 202-p, 


(This book points conclusively to the 
“St that God is at work in His world. The 
tthor maintains that part of the reason 
ty we often fail to heed this and feel that 
have been abandoned to our own inade- 
aate, resources is that God moves in deep- 
realms than oftentimes our inadequate, 
mplacent, and merely comforting beliefs 
cow us to probe, 
ne of the finest chapters in the book, 
wstrating his thesis, is the chapter on 
ayer, “A Prayer-Hearing God.”? The au- 
pr Says that man can serve God’s pur- 
se insofar as man remains open upwards 
Him. This involves more than the con- 
mtional type of prayer for “‘it is not pray- 
which moves the world but God whose 
1 and way are sought by means of pray- 
Prayer is nothing without the living 
«st that what we need, God has to give 


7 
. 


(This does not means that we will always 
t what we ask for. God makes no such 
arantee. In and of itself, the author says- 
ayer is a deed of hope. It means patient- 
‘waiting for the Lord; that Christian hope 
both a possession and a promise. It is 
-e€ owning a home that is mortgaged. The 
use is ours when we move into it, but 
ch payment is in anticipation of real 
mership later on. So prayer is an invest- 
‘nt in future ownership of all that is real 
the power of God, all the while appro- 
iating parts of that power for present 
y needs, 
In like manner the author treats the mat- 
- of destiny, fate, freedom of choice, the 
igic events of life, etc. 
This is a book, which as the jacket in- 
sates, is ‘‘a profound, eloquent study 
providence relevant to every reader 
ose faith in God has been challenged 
the historical events of our time.” 
--Robert H. Emmons 


(LPING FAMILIES Through The CHURCH 
Symposium on family life education, edited 
Dr. Oscar E, Feucht,Concordia.344p. $3.50 
Here is a very helpful took for the church, 
e that you would expect from a denomina- 
n that produces the fine TV Program, 
this Is the Life.’’ The book deals with 
» Christian family, the American family 
need, the church and tamily guidance, 
ping families and counseling families 


bruary, 1957 


>. 
a 


CLARB'S ‘CDITYDE" 
CHURCH =f“ "> Fo iLLUMINATED 
BULLETIN Saar CROSSES 


BOARD 
. ; MEMORIAL 
BULLETIN BOARD ; 


LETTERS PLATES 


— 
: BRONZE TABLETS 
4W. L. CLARK CO.,iNc. 
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Church Tindows 
ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 
and Ecclesiastical Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


PIPE ORGANS 
of Distinction 
AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


“THE SANITARY?” conmunion CUPS 
CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 


Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 
ceremony and leads the 
field in communion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- = 
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either 25, 36 or ‘9 cup iret CNW 
size and can be stacked. wi auurac 


Circular and quotations on request 
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I 
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Fair Prices. Mention whether 
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1153 South 4th St., Greenvitle, Ill. 
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through the church program, and materials 
for family life education. This last sec- 
tion contains some very fine suggestions 
for building a church program fitted to the 
needs of a particular congregation. Partic- 
ularly helpful is the “Congregational Fam- 
ily Profile Form. ’’ There is a check list 
for the family on whether it is really a 

Christian family. There is a suggested 

program for a parent-teacher group, sug- 
gestions on how to teach the family that is 
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is non-church related; pre-marital counsel- 
ing guide for pastors, a bibliography on 
Christian family-life materials. One help- 
ful chapter is on ‘‘A Parish Family Life 
Program.” It is a blueprint which could 
serve as a guide for any church in setting 
up a comprehensive program to meet the 
needs of parish families. This is a book 
long overdue in its field, which should 
help all ministers who avail themselves 
of it. -eRobert H. Emmons 


CHRIST and YOUR JOB 
By Alfred P, Klausler, Concordia, 145-p. 


Paper binding, $1.50 
A study in Christian Vocations, 9-chapters: 


1, Predicament of Modern Man 

2. Defining Vocation 

3. What is Work? 

4, The Conflict Between the Calling 
and the Christian Faith 

5. Your Vocation as Witness 

6. Worship and Vocation 

7. Money Talks 

8 Neighbors and Colors 

9. Twenty-four Hours 


A book to use as guide and reference for any 
group discussion needs. 


MEETING LIFE on HIGHER LEVELS. A 
Guide for Christian Growth, by Hunter 
Beckelhymer, Abingdon. 94p. $1.75 


Devotional messages by the pastor of 
Hiram Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Hiram, Ohio, and takes its chapter head- 
ings and thoughts from Paul’s great state - 
ment in Phil. 3:13-14, on Christian life as 
one of growth, designed to help one to grow, 
develp, ascend, as the title suggests. It is 
a simple appeal that ‘‘one can ascend to- 
the heights in life if one will accept one - 
self, his environment and limitations as 
well as capabilities; then channel life in 
one direction toward achieving the kingdom 
of God; forget what lies behind, except val- 
ues inherent in having lived the experi- 
ences; then looking ahead. 

This is a fine devotional book, written 
simply and with thought that here is some- 
thing achievablé by all who will attempt it. 

-rRobert H. Emmons 


TO MY SON. Faith at OUR HOUSE, 
by Dale Evans Rogers, Revell. 142p.$2 


A book made up of a series of letters, 
written to her son, Tom. Those who have 
read this author’s books, ‘‘Angel Un- 
aware’’ and ‘‘My Spiritual Diary”’ will wish 
to read and study this book to be released 
in early April, this year, 
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LITTLE VISITS with GOD, Dr. A. H.Jahsmann 
and Dr.Martin Simon, Concordia, 287p. $3.00. 


Here is an excellent devotional book for 
families with young children. The book con= 
tains 200 simple readings for family devotion. 
A story, questions about the story under the- 
heading ‘‘Let’s talk about this.”” Then related 
bible passage to be read by older children and 
grownups; each concludes with prayer. 

It is a bit difficult to decide how young one 
might be and comprehend these readings, but 
one gets the feeling that even if one “small— 
fry’’ just lies and ooks off into space, as the. 
cover jacket depicts, here are “eternal tru s” 
that are bound to sink in and be filed for future 
understanding and use. These devotions are 
‘‘dipped right out of life’? and most important, 
content richly Christian on varied subjects as 
“‘The fun of being kind’’; ‘‘God wants us to be 
thankful’’; ‘‘Where sins come from”’; ““How old 
is God’’, etc. --Robert H. Emmons 


LUTHER’S WORKS, Volume 21 (The Ser- 
mon on the Mount and the Magnificat )- 
Concordia Pub. House, 383-p. $4.50 


This volume, the 2nd in the monumental 
new 55-vol. American Edition of Luther’s 
Works, contains the Reformer’s commen- 
tary on the Sermon on the Mount, which was _ 
written, for the most part, in Wittenberg,- 
‘tamid the stormy days of the springand sum- 
mer of 1521,’’ and his exposition of the Mag- | 
nificat, Mary’s wonderful hymn of praise to ; 
the Lord. 7 
Contents of this volume: ; 


General Introduction 

Luther’s Works on the N. T. 

Introduction to Vol.21 

The Sermon on the Mount, translated by 

Jaroslav Pelikan 

Luther’s Preface to the Sermon on the Mo 

Fifth Chapter of St. Matthew 

Sixth Chapter : 

Seventh Chapter 

Postscript 

The Magnificat, translated by A.T.W. Stei 

haeuser 

Epilog 

Index 

This series of books will bring help to 
many thousands of students and preachers — 
presently, and for many years ahead of the — 
Christian Church, where basic knowledge — 
and understanding of Christ’s teachings 
is essential to leadership. / 


The blossom cannot tell what becomes’ 
of its odor; and noman can tell what be- 
comes of his influence and example, that 
roll away from him beyond his ken,-Beecher 
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‘HRISTIAN ETHICS 
-eorgia Harkness, Ph.D, Abingdon.240-p 
icluding a 6-p detailed index. $3.75 


Biblical Foundations for Christian De- 
isions in Self and Society; Marriage and 
‘amily Economic Life; Race Problem; The 
tate-War, Peace and International Order- 
‘ulture, are discussed in 12-chapters in 
1is volume, to provide understanding of 
‘Biblical Foundations for Christian De- 
isions.”’ 

Dr. Harkness is an ordained Methodist 
linister, and has preached from many dis- 
inguished pulpits and college chapels in 
ur land; is now Prof. of applied theology 
t Pacific School of Religion; received the 
th. D. degree from Boston University. 

This volume should be read by every 
hinking Christian to provide a basic un- 
erstanding of the duty and privileges of 
eing counted a CHRISTIAN. 
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THE MINISTRY IN HISTORICAL PER- 
SPECTIVES, Edited by H. Richard Nebuhr 
‘and Daniel D. Williams. Harper. 331-p,- 
including a 3l-p. index. $5.00 


The 9-chapters of this volume are de- 
voted to the study of The Ministry --inthe 
Primitive Church; the Ante-Nicene Church; 
the Patristic Period; the Middle Ages; the 
Time of the Reformation; Priestly Minis- 
tries in the Modern Church; ‘Ministry in the 
Puritan Age; Rise of Evangelical Concep- 
tion of the Ministry in America: 1607-1850; 
Protestant Ministry in America 1850 to- 


the Present. 


The pessimist says, “I don’t think it can be 
done.’? The peptomist says, ‘T just DID it!’ 
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ARE YOU LOOKING 
FOR COD? 


By Edmund A. Steimle 


Inspirational and devotional 
reading in the form of 17 ser- 
mons by one of America’s 
leading radio preachers. They 


reflect the sincerity of faith and 
warmth of personality that have 
skyrocketed Dr. Steimle into 
national prominence on “The 
Protestant Hour’ and other 
leading radio and TV re- 
ligious programs. $2.25 
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